BRA  Hearing  for  Kensington  Place  Proposal  Set  for  September  11 


Theater  Supporters,  Chinatown 
Groups  Expected  to  Protest  the 
Proposed  Building  Today 

By  Adam  Smith 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
will  hold  a  hearing  for  the  Kensington 
Place  proposal  on  Sept.  11  at  2  p.m.  at  City 
Hall  on  the  ninth  floor  in  room  900. 


Kensington  Place  is  a  30-story,  336-unit 
luxury  apartment  complex  that  will  be 
built  on  the  comer  of  La  Grange  and 
Washington  Streets,  if  approved  by  the 
BRA  and  the  Zoning  Commission. 

At  the  hearing,  the  BRA's  board  will 
make  decisions  regarding  a  zoning  mecha¬ 
nism,  called  a  Planned  Development  Area 
designation,  which  would  allow  the  build¬ 
ing  to  rise  to  30  stories  in  an  area  mostly 
zoned  at  15  stories.  The  project's  developer 


is  Kensington  Investment  Company, 
whose  director  is  Alan  Lewis  of  Grand 
Circle  Travel,  Inc. 

A  total  of  15%  of  the  building's  apart¬ 
ment  units  would  be  so-called  affordable. 
Ten  of  those  units  would  be  affordable  to 
lower  income  people. 

Some  community  groups  and 
Chinatown  residents  have  been  opposing 
the  project  because  of  its  proposed  height, 
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Moving  on  up!  ACORN  Preschool 
Students,  Parents  Celebrate  Graduation 

By  Adam  Smith 

Camera  flashes  lit  up  the  auditorium. 

Proud  parents  aimed  their  camcorders  at 
the  stage.  Mothers  darted  over  to  their 
daughters  and  sons,  who  were  dressed  in 
graduation  gowns.  They  fixed  their  chil¬ 
dren's  hair,  straightened  their  caps. 

They  watched  as  their  offspring  were 
handed  diplomas,  signaling  a  new  step 
in  their  children's  educational  pursuits 
and  a  completion  to  years  in  the  class 
room. 

In  some  ways  the  scene  mimicked  a 
scene  so  familiar  to  college-city  Boston: 
university  graduation  ceremonies.  But 
there  was  one  big  difference:  Those  strut¬ 
ting  across  the  stage  in  caps  and  gowns 
were  only  about  about  five  years  old. 

Acorn  Child  Care  Center,  a  31 -year- 
old  Chinatown  preschool,  was  celebrat¬ 
ing  its  graduating  class  of  2003. 

The  event  last  Wednesday  marked  the 
end  of  two  years  of  participation  in  bilin¬ 
gual  preschool  for  the  31  students.  It  also 
marked  a  time  for  celebration  for  the  par¬ 
ents. 

As  a  few  of  the  children  danced 
around  on  the  stage,  inviting  attention 
from  the  attendees,  some  must  have 
wondered:  If  only  these  children  knew 
their  back  packs  are  only  going  to  get 
heavier  from  here  on... 


Sammi  Chen  gets  her  hair  and  cap  fixed  at  preschool  graduation/  photo  by  A.  Smith 


Chinatown  Says  What  It  Wants  on  Parcel  24 


Design  forum  for  Parcel  24 


By  Adam  Smith 

How  do  you  find  out  what  a  com¬ 
munity  wants  to  see  in  a  development 
project?  You  ask  them. 

At  least  that's  what  a  group  called 
Hudson  Street  for  Chinatown  did  when 
it  wanted  to  find  out  what  Chinatown 
residents  and  others  wanted  to  be  built 
on  Parcel  24,  a  Hudson  Street  parcel 
that  will  be  open  for  development  when 
the  Big  Dig  is  completed. 

Holding  a  community  design  forum 
on  Aug.  16,  the  group  took  the  ideas  of 
more  than  60  people,  who  were  former 
Hudson  Street  residents,  Chinatown  res¬ 
idents,  activists,  architects,  and  others, 
to  create  a  list  of  what  could  be  built  on 
the  lot. 

The  group  was  broken  down  into 
three  teams,  each  deciding  the  amount 
of  affordability  for  the  project,  the 
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It's  A  Tough,  Tough  Fashion 
Time  For  Asian  Americans 


One  of  my  biggest  vices  in  the  last  five 
or  six  years  have  been  fashion  magazines 
and  clothes.  Like  so  many  young  women 
from  suburban  America,  I  too  have  spent 
countless  hours  observing  and  analyzing 
each  page  with  the  latest  fashion 
trends  and  the  season's  newest 
"reds"  and  "blacks".  I  remember 
going  through  my  closet,  scour¬ 
ing  for  unwanted  items  on  which 
to  perform  trendy  makeovers.  In 
all  the  years  I  have  never 
encountered  a  fad  that  I  cannot 
tear  or  sew  to  make  suit  my  own 
style  and  taste... until  the  recent 
fashion  season.  These  days 
Eastern  flavors  are  "in",  and 
those  who  poo-poos  the  intri¬ 
cately  lavish  silks  and  colors 
might  as  well  be  "out".  Somehow 
I  have  yet  to  figure  out  a  way  to 
tailor  to  this  seemingly  conve¬ 
nient  vogue  to  the  Asian- American  image. 
Why  is  it  chic  for  everyone  to  appreciate 
the  Far  East  fashion  statement  except  for 
those  of  Far  East  descent? 

Normally  I  would  be  ecstatic  over  any¬ 
one's  admiration  of  the  Eastern  culture.  I 
would  have  been  overjoyed  to  see  others 
taking  notice  of  an  ethnic  race  that  has 
been  undermined  for  such  a  long  time.  Yet 
this  time,  I  am  boggled,  perplexed,  and 
perhaps  even  a  bit  envious  to  see  others 
enjoy  something  that  I,  unofficially,  can¬ 
not. 

One  of  the  unwritten  cardinal  rules  of 
being  an  Asian-American  is  that  you  are 
neither  Asian  nor  American,  but  a  separate 
race  that  combines  factors  of  each.  Asian- 
Americans.  Fully  westernized,  most 
Asian- Americans  identify  more  with  their 
non-Asian  comrades  rather  than  their 
Asian  counterparts.  After  all,  Asian- 
Americans  wear  the  same  name  brands 
and  styles  just  as  the  white,  black,  or 
Latino  groups  one  would  come  across  on 
the  street.  They  all  talk  in  the  same  vernac¬ 
ular,  have  the  same  idioms  and  street 
expressions,  and  communicate  with  the 
same  body  language.  In  other  words. 


Amer-Asian 

Identity 


Opinion  by  Sampan 
Columnist  Liang  Qu 


without  their  Eastern  exteriors,  Asian- 
Americans  would  have  long  been  accepted 
into  the  culture  of  "Americans". 

And  here  is  where  the  problems  lies: 
The  road  to  being  accepted  as  a  true 
American  have  been  so  long 
and  arduous  for  the  Asian- 
American  community  that 
one  spark,  one  glitch,  one 
thought  of  "gee,  you  look 
very  exotic"  can  undo  years 
of  hard  work.  Wearing 
those  Eastern  infused  cloth¬ 
ing  is  just  one  of  such 
sparks,  because  it  enhances 
the  non-'caucasianess'  that 
is  already  present  in  Asian 
features. 

Such  is  the  dilemma 
when  it  comes  to  the  trend 
and  acceptance.  One  cannot 
be  accepted,  or  considered 
to  be  cool,  if  one  does  not  have  the  right 
attire,  but  on  the  other  hand,  obtaining 
these  fashionable  threads  would  mean 
returning  to  square  one  on  the 
"Americana"  game  board. 

With  the  new  school  year  starting, 
there  is  always  the  perennial  argument  of 
whether  schools  should  just  implement 
dress  codes,  uniforms,  to  make  the  whole 
fashion  trend  dilemma  easier  on  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  lighter  on  the  parents'  wallet. 
But  uniforms  and  such  aside,  acceptance  of 
Asian-Americans  as  simply  "Americans" 
needs  to  come  from  something  more  pro¬ 
found  than  just  skin-deep  issues. 

When  the  black  man  is  able  to  high-five  a 
fellow  "bling-bling"  drizzled  Asian  and 
call  him  "brotha"  without  the  subconscious 
thought  of  a  "yellow  man  trying  to  be 
black"  and  a  Latina  should  be  comfortable 
exclaiming  "chica"  at  her  yellow-skinned 
salsa  mate  without  thinking  that  Asians 
can  actually  grind,  then  maybe  we  can  all 
put  on  our  chongsams  and  cha-cha  the 
Dragon  dance  down  the  street.  Until  then, 
I  and  the  rest  of  the  Asian-Americans  will 
wait  for  the  next  new  thing  in  fashion,  and 
we  can  again  join  the  race  for  trends. 


Picture  of  the  Biweek 

The  man  on  the  left  is  Rob  Kim,  and  the  man  on  the  right  is  Giles  Li.  They 
are  acting  a  scene  from  "Hung  Bao,"  a  short  play  by  Gordon  CC  Liao.  The 
performance  was  part  of  the  Asian  American  Theater  Collaborative's  debut 
production,  "Check  All  That  Apply"  on  August  23. 


Chinatown  Resident 
Association  Election 

The  Chinatown  Resident  Association 
recently  held  its  elections.  Here  are  the 
results  and  area  represented:  Henry  Yee/ 
Tai  Tung;  Sik-Lun  Yan/Quincy  Tower; 
Sylvia  Chan/ Mass  Pike  Towers;  Chong 
Chow/Hudson  Street,  Harvard  Street  and 
Tyler  Street;  Chong  Chow/  Oak  Street, 
Johnny  Court,  Mei  Wah  Village;  Qiu 
Qing  Yu/  South  End,  Castle  Square;  Sou 
Pong  Lo/  South  Cove  East;  Siu  Ching 
Tsang/  Downtown,  Mason  Place  and 
Chu  Xie/  Central  Chinatown. 


Kensington/FROM  first  page 

use  of  a  Planned  Development  Area  des¬ 
ignation,  and  use  of  eminent  domain  tak¬ 
ings  to  clear  the  site  for  development,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  1908  Gaiety  Theatre, 
which  is  on  the  site. 

Some  Gaiety  supporters  and 
Chinatown  groups  are  slated  to  protest 
the  project  this  afternoon,  outside  the 
Massachusetts  Historic  Preservation 
Conference  at  Emerson  College. 

"The  close  proximity  of  the  Gaiety  to 
Chinatown,  a  vibrant  but  fragile... neigh¬ 
borhood  sorely  in  need  of  cultural  facili¬ 
ties  and  subsidized  housing,  presents  a 
challenge  for  the  developer  to  refine  their 
plan  to  the  acceptance  of  public  spirited 
Bostonians,"  said  Gaiety  supporter  Steve 
Jerome. 

The  theater  was  recently  denied  land¬ 
mark  status  by  the  Boston  Landmarks 
Commission.  Kensington  has  said  that  it 


wouldn't  be  feasible  to  build  around  or  on 
the  theater.  Theater  supporters  disagree. 

Objecting  to  the  use  of  the  Planned 
Development  Area  designation,  critics  say 
that  the  building's  site  should  meet  a  min¬ 
imum  one-acre  zoning  requirement.  To 
assemble  an  acre-sized  site,  Kensington 
has  claimed  sidewalks  and  streets  and 
other  properties  as  part  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  site. 

Others  have  supported  the  project 
because  they  think  it  will  rid  Chinatown 
of  a  strip  club  on  the  site  and  because  they 
think  it  would  offer  a  more  attractive 
alternative  to  what's  on  the  site  now, 
which  includes  dilapidated  buildings. 
Kensington  Investment  Company  has 
owned  many  of  those  dilapidated  build¬ 
ings  for  about  15  years.  The  hearing  is 
open  to  the  public. 

At  right  is  an  old  ad  for  the  1908, 
Clarence  Blackall-designed  Gaiety 
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You  can  afford  to  live  at  Linden 
Ponds.  But  you  definitely  can't 
afford  to  wait! 

Linden  Ponds’  gorgeous  apartment 
homes  have  been  a  huge  hit  with  South 
Shore  retirees.  In  fact,  we’re  completely 
sold  out! 

But  due  to  overwhelming  demand, 
we’re  considering  adding  more  spacious 
floor  plans.  If  you’re  wondering  when 
the  best  time  is  to  join  the  Priority  List, 
you  can  stop  wondering.  The  time  is 
now.  Call  today  to  request  your  FREE 

Information  Kit.  ___ 

(781)  337-2255  or 

toll-free  1-800-832-5319 


You  must  be  62  years  of  age  or 

better  fo  enjoy  the  incomparable  Erickson  lifestyle. 


Linden  Ponds 

Hinnhnm  Mncsnrhucpttc 


Hingham,  Massachusetts  www.LindenPonds.com  [Erickson 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

►►The  Oak  Street  Fair  is  Sept.  27, 11 
a.m.,  on  Oak  Street 
►►  New  Bostonians  Community  Day 
is  Sept.  17,  noon,  at  City  Hall  Plaza 
►►  A  City  Councilor  Candidates' 
Forum  for  citywide  candidates  will 
be  held  in  Chinatown  at  the  Quincy 
School  Auditorium  on  Oct.  21,  begin¬ 
ning  at  7  p.m. 

clarification 

Sherry  Dong,  who  was  quoted  in  a 
story  about  a  meeting  held  for  Parcel 
24,  was  a  facilitator  at  the  meeting. 
Her  role  at  the  meeting  was  meant  to 
facilitate  discussion  for  the  parcel's 
use.  This  was  not  noted  in  the  story. 
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Strong-Arm  Crimes  Are  Up;  Weapon 
Use  Down  in  Chinatown  Say  Police 


By  Adam  Smith 

Strong-arm  robberies  and 
other  crimes  are  on  the  rise  in 
the  Chinatown  area,  said  police 
at  the  Sept.  3  Chinatown  Safety 
Committee  meeting,  but  assaults 
and  burglaries  are  down. 

Police  said  that  during  July 
and  August,  weapon  use  was 
down,  and  that  most  robbers 
were  using  physical  force 
instead.  Many  of  the  robberies 
happened  in  Chinatown  during 
the  very  early  morning  hours. 

"Some  of  the  victims  are 
down  there  for  the  wrong  rea¬ 
sons,  anyways,"  said  Captain 
Bernard  O'Rourke,  of  area  A-l, 
which  includes  Chinatown. 

He  said  that  in  the  two 
summer  months,  many  of  the 
robbery  victims  were  people 
seeking  to  buy  drugs  or  solicit 
prostitutes. 

Because  of  an  increase  in 


crime  in  Chinatown  and  city¬ 
wide,  O'Rourke  said  that  police 
are  arresting  many  people  on 
warrant  arrests.  Police  made  49 
warrant  arrests  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  July  and  August.  Police 
continue  to  patrol  on  bicycles  in 
Chinatown  as  well,  said 
O'Rourke. 

The  comer  of  Kneeland  and 
Washington  Streets  appears  to 
be  a  particularly  high-crime  inci¬ 
dent  area,  said  the  O'Rourke. 
Other  crimes  are  dispersed 
throughout  the  neighborhood. 

One  Hudson  Street  resident 
said  that  recently  47  tires  were 
slashed  on  his  street.  Police 
caught  the  perpetrator. 

A  young  woman  who  lives 
on  Beach  Street  and  was  a  neigh¬ 
bor  of  the  man  who  was  mur¬ 
dered  on  Tamworth  Street  last 
month  said  that  she  feels  unsafe 
outside  her  own  apartment. 

"If  there  are  drug  dealers 


right  outside  my  apartment, 
what  am  I  supposed  to  do?"  she 
said.  "I'm  still  scared,  you 
know." 

The  woman  said  that  though 
the  Safety  Committee  meetings 
are  at  10:30  a.m.  on  weekday 
mornings,  the  murder  of  her 
neighbor  prompted  her  to  take  a 
day  off  from  work  to  attend  the 
meeting. 

No  arrest  has  been  made  yet 
in  the  murder. 

Elderly  Chinese  people  were 
shook  up  by  the  murder,  said 
the  woman,  and  they  will  carry 
around  cash  so  that  if  they  are 
approached  they  won't  be 
attacked. 

Police  said  they  should  call 
911,  and  that  interpreters  are 
available  to  take  calls  in  Chinese. 

Referring  to  the  murder. 
Officer  Tom  Lema  said,  "This  is 
our  worst  nightmare." 


Kam  Man  Mall  Opens  in  Quincy 


Massachusetts,"  said  Wu. 

Attracting  the  Asian 
American  Bank  to  open  another 
branch  at  this  location  was  an 
important  strategic  move  by  the 
Kam  Man  management,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Wu.  The  bank's  grand 
opening  was  August  19. 

One  of  the  malls  other 
anchors,  is  the  Book  and  Video 
Store.  According  to  Wu,  it  holds 
the  largest  and  best  collection  of 
Chinese  books  in  the  Boston 
area.  The  store  also  sells  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  Asian  movies,  magazines, 
DVDs,  VCDs,  and  CDs. 

Amongst  the  profusion  of  gift 
shops  at  Kam  Man,  many  other 
products  and  services  are  sold. 
While  strolling  through  the  giant 


Asian  mall,  you  can  get  your 
clothes  tailored,  buy  bed  linens, 
crystals,  software,  herbs,  cloth¬ 
ing,  incense  and  flowers,  sign  up 
for  Direct  TV  or  subscribe  to  a 
cell  phone  service,  and  visit  a 
phone  card  shop. 

In  an  effort  to  attract  Asian 
and  American  customers,  Kam 
Man  is  hoping  to  develop  a  com¬ 
munity  center  that  would  pro¬ 
vide  space  for  exhibits,  talks,  and 
seminars  on  Asian  American 
issues.  The  mall  is  planning  to 
collaborate  with  the  Chinese 
newspaper.  The  Sino  American 
Times  Boston  Edition,  to  help 
coordinate  activities  in  the  com¬ 
munity  center.  The  mall  will 
also  offer  shopping  tours. 


By  Cindy  M.L.  Wong 


With  the  grand  opening  of 
Kam  Man's  mall  on  August  2, 
stores  are  beginning  to  blossom 
with  business.  At  least  30  stores 
are  up  and  running  and  in  the 
next  few  weeks,  ten  more  are 
expected  to  open.  Wen  Wu, 

Kam  Man's  general  manager  and 
Ronald  Pang,  the  mall  manager 
are  hoping  to  have  at  least  60 
stores  open  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

With  the  ever-growing  Asian 
population  in  Quincy,  Wu  is 
excited  with  what  he  calls  a  "new 
adventure." 

"Kam  Man  Market  and  Mall 
is  the  first  [such]  combination  in 


A  Cappella  Group  Vari Asians 
Start  Scholarship,  Release  CD 


The  Vari  Asians,  a  Boston 
Asian  American  a  cappella 
group,  will  host  a  fundraising 
concert  to  benefit  their  newly 
established  Asian  American  Arts 
Scholarship,  at  the  Somerville 
Arts  Theatre,  November  20  at  6 
p.m. 

This  scholarship  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  group  to  support 
and  promote  Asian  American 
students  interested  in  pursuing 
the  performing  arts.  The  concert 
will  include  11  area  performers 
and  music  groups  who  will  enter¬ 
tain  with  folk,  rock,  gospel,  spo¬ 
ken  word,  and  a  cappella  music. 

"We  want  to  give  Asian 
Americans  an  opportunity  to 
pursue  arts  —  a  route  that  was  not 
often  available  to  us  when  we 
were  growing  up,"  stated  Sophia 
Moon,  a  member  of  the 
Vari  Asians,  in  a  press  release. 

In  related  news,  the  a  cappella 
group  is  releasing  its  debut 


CD. 

On  the  disc,  the  VariAsians 
combine  soul  and  R&B  with  ele¬ 
ments  of  traditional  and  modem 
East  Asian  music. 

"We've  worked  extremely 
hard  and  are  proud  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  this  Asian  American  art 
piece.  The  diverse  song  selection 
represents  the  varying  taste  of 
our  members,"  stated  Robin 
Lang,  a  member  of  the  group. 

VariAsians  was  founded  in 
fall  of  2001.  Currently  the  group 
consists  of  ten  members  with 
roots  from  the  United  States, 
Philippines,  China,  Malaysia, 
Vietnam,  Japan,  and  Korea. 

The  CDs  will  be  sold  for  $15 
each.  A  portion  of  the  proceeds 
will  go  to  the  VariAsians  Asian 
American  Arts  Scholarship  Fund. 

To  purchase  the  CD,  e-mail 
Variasians@comcast.net  or  call 
Binh  Nguyen  at  (508)  308-1348. 


The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
will  host  a  public  meeting  regarding  the: 


Lafayette 
Lofts  Project 


88  Kingston  Street 

South  Station  Economic  Development  Area 


Boston 

Redevelopment 

Authority 


City  Hall  9th  Floor 
1  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA  02201 
617.722.4300 


Undergoing  Small  Project  Review  pursuant  to 
Article  80  of  the  Boston  Zoning  Code 

Tuesday,  September  16,  2003 

St.  James  Church,  125  Harrison  Ave,  Boston 

6:30  PM 

The  Application  for  Small  Project  Review,  submitted  by 
Kingston  LLC,  proposes  the  rehabilitation  of  an  existing  build¬ 
ing  to  contain  42  residential  units. 

Copies  of  the  Application  for  Small  Project  Review  may  be 
viewed  at  the  Offices  of  the  BRA,  9th  Floor,  Boston  City  Hall, 
Monday-Friday  9:00  AM-5:00  PM. 

Written  comments  by  September  19,  2003  may  be  directed  to: 

David  Hanifin, 

Senior  Project  Manager 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority, 

One  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA  02201 

Cantonese  translation  will  be  provided  during  the  meeting. 

Harry  Codings 

Executive  Director/Secretary 
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Chinese  Christians  in  Boston  Area 


Personal  Interviews  with  Four  Area  Chinese  Christian  Leaders 


By  Adam  Smith 

Upon  moving  to  Boston, 
Elaine  Mak  was  delighted  to  find 
the  Boston  Chinese  Evangelical 
Church  in  Chinatown,  and  her 
current  church,  the  Boston 
Chinese  Ministry,  on  Tremont 
Street. 

When  the  22-year  old  Hong 
Kong  native  first  came  to  the 
United  States  as  a  high-school 
exchange  student,  she  didn't 
know  of  any  Chinese  churches  in 
the  western  Massachusetts  town 
where  she  was  living.  So,  she 
tagged  along  with  her  host  fami¬ 
ly  to  their  mainstream  Catholic 
church.  She  ended  up  staying 
longer  in  the  U.S.,  and  two  years 
ago  moved  to  Boston  to  attend 
Northeastern  University. 

Mak,  who  speaks  English 
with  only  a  slight  accent,  said 
she  still  prefers  the  Chinese 
churches  to  non-Chinese  church¬ 
es. 

"I'm  more  familiar  with  the 
Chinese  church,"  she  said.  One 
main  reason  for  the  preference, 
she  said,  is  because  the  biblical 
names  are  easier  for  her  to  recog¬ 
nize  in  Chinese.  "When  you  say 
them  in  English,  I  don't  know 
who  you're  talking  about." 
Another  reason  is  that  "I  want  to 
serve  the  Chinese  community, 
too." 

Mak  is  not  alone.  While 
there's  no  solid  number,  it's  evi¬ 
dent  from  interviews  with  area 
Chinese  religious  leaders  that 
many  Chinese  and  Chinese 
Americans  are  attending 
Christian  churches  in  the  Boston 
area. 

According  to  the  Boston 
Chinese  Christian  Network,  17 
churches  in  the  Greater  Boston 
area  and  other  parts  of 
Massachusetts  are  either  Chinese 
or  offer  Chinese  language  masses 
or  services.  Some  of  those 
churches  have  even  noticed 
growth  in  recent  years. 

The  Boston  Chinese 
Evangelical  Church's  (BCEC) 
congregation,  for  example,  has 
been  busting  at  the  seams. 
BCEC's  Harrison  Avenue  build¬ 
ing  has  long  been  overflowing. 

Its  250  person  capacity  is  only  a 
fourth  of  its  1000-person  congre¬ 
gation,  which  attends  services  in 
Cantonese,  Mandarin,  and 
English  at  nearby  auditoriums. 
This  Sunday,  BCEC  will  open  a 


new  church  in  Newton,  giving 
new  seats  to  700  people. 

But  this  apparent  trend 
would  be  hard  to  predict  by  only 
looking  at  statistics  of  popular 
religions  in  China,  Hong  Kong, 
or  Taiwan.  In  those  countries, 
only  a  small  percentage  are 
Christians.  Ten  percent  of  Hong 
Kong's  population  is  Christian. 

In  China  and  Taiwan  the  num¬ 
bers  are  even  smaller:  only  three 
or  four  percent. 

The  Sampan  wanted  to  find 
out  more  about  Christianity 
among  Chinese  Americans  and 
immigrants.  So  we  interviewed 
four  area  pastors  and  reverends 
to  find  out  why  they  decided  to 
follow  the  Christian  religion, 
what  challenges  they've  faced 
pursuing  their  lifestyles,  and 
their  perspectives  on  this  phe¬ 
nomenon. 

Pastor  Steve  Chin, 
Boston  Chinese 
Evangelical  Church 

Talk  a  little  about  your  back¬ 
ground... 

I  was  bom  in  Boston.  My  father  had 
a  laundry  in  Harvard  Square.  My 
mother  worked  in  a  sewing  factory. 
My  parents  worked  hard,  tried  to 
teach  the  kids  to  work  hard,  study 
hard,  that  sort  of  thing. 

I  went  to  the  Chinese  School,  the 
Kivong  Kow  Chinese  School.  After 
regular  school,  we'd  go  to  Chinese 
school.  So  we  didn't  have  time  for 
sports  or  that  kind  of  thing. 

Then,  I  studied  to  be  an  engineer 
at  New  York  University.  I  got  my 
bachelors  in  industrial  engineering 
and  also  I  got  a  masters  in  public 
administration  and  industrial  engi¬ 
neering.  So,  I  was  hoping  to  com¬ 
bine  technical  stuff,  expertise  and 
making  a  difference  versus,  to  help¬ 
ing  people  make  more  money. 

When  did  you  become  interest¬ 
ed  in  becoming  a  Christian? 

When  I  was  in  pre-adolescence, 
about  12-years  old.  My  parents 
weren't  Christian.  They  just  said, 
"study  hard,  work  hard,  make  a  lot 
of  money,  you'll  be  happy,"  you 
know,  that's  all  there  is  to  life.  I  saw 
something  more  than  that.  I  always 
wondered,  is  there  a  God?  Is  there 
life  after  death?  Is  this  all  there  is, 
what  you  see  here?  Those  kinds  of 


Pastor  Steve  Chin  in  his  Boston  Chinese  Evangelical  Church  office 
off  of  Harrison  Ave. 


■ 
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Pang,  of  Boston  Chinese  Ministry,  with  his  son  Joshua  and 


Reverend  Canon  Dr.  Thomas 
daughter  Hei-Yue 

questions...  I  didn't  know  the 
answers. 

So,  what  happened,  some  neigh¬ 
bors,  some  Caucasian  people,  who 
lived  in  Cambridge  said,  "oh  why 
don't  you  come  to  church  with  us." 
They  took  me  to  a  Baptist  Church, 
and  that's  when  I  first  heard  about 
God,  Jesus,  and  the  Bible. 

What  did  you  think  about  it? 

It  was  kind  of  like  the  answer  to  the 
all  the  questions  that  I'd  been  hav¬ 
ing. 

When  did  you  become  more 
serious? 

It  was  just  a  part  of  my  life  at  that 
point  [when  I  was  younger].  But  I 
think  in  college  it  was  much  more 
the  center  of  my  life.  When  I  moved 
back  to  Boston... I  worked  at  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  as  a 
senior  planner.  In  almost  all  my  free 
time,  I  helped  out  in  the  church.  I 
started  out  helping  out  in  this 
church.  They  didn't  have  much  of 
an  English  speaking  ministry;  they 
had  a  Chinese  speaking  ministry. 

What  happened  next? 

They  were  looking  to  me  for  leader¬ 
ship  things,  and  I  said  I  don't  know 
much,  and  I  thought,  maybe  I 
should  go  back  to  school.  b/Iaybe  I 
should  be  in  c  seminary  and  learn 
more  about  the  bible  and  help  out 
more,  not  necessarily  as  a  career,  per 
say,  but  maybe  just  being  a  good  lay 
person.  If  I'm  going  to  learn  about 
all  this  other  stuff,  xohy  not  take 
some  time  to  learn  about  the  bible. 

So  I  went  to  the  Dallas  seminary.  I 
quit  my  job,  got  married,  and  went 
to  the  seminary  and  that  was  back 
in  1976.  After  I  finished  biblical 
studies,  I  came  back  and  was  ready 
to  go  back  to  work,  and  then  the 


founding  pastor  said,  "Oh,  you 
know  we  may  need  somebody  to 
work  with  the  English  speaking 
[congregation].  We  don't  really  have 
much  money,  but  we  need  some¬ 
body."  So  they  took  a  step  of  faith 
and  offered  me  the  job.  And  that  was 
in  1977.  So,  at  the  beginning,  I  was 
called  the  assistant  to  the  pastor, 
and  that  meant  I  was  the  youth 
director,  the  janitor,  and  the  secre¬ 
tary,  and  what  ever  else  the  Pastor 
didn't  want  to  do. 

You  went  through  years  of 
training  to  be  an  engineer.  How 
did  your  parents  react? 

My  parents  are  from  the  Toison 
Province  of  China.  They  taught  me 
to  work  hard,  study  hard,  make  a  lot 
of  money  and  "you'll  be  happy." 
That  was  their  philosophy.  Coming 
over,  they  didn't  have  anything. 

That  was  sort  of  their  immigrant 
mentality. 

So,  when  I  said  I'm  thinking 
about  going  to  seminary,  or  even 
switching  careers  -  and  certainly 
being  an  engineer,  that  was  seen  as 
a  stepping  to  stone  to  a  much  more 
comfortable  life,  and  that  sort  of 
thing  -  they  said,  "why  throw  that 
away?  You  can  just  help  out.  Why 
throw  away  your  career?"  And  cer¬ 
tainly  the  idea  that  my  salary  would 
come  from  people's  contributions 
was  kind  of  a  shame.  They  didn't 
like  it,  but  they  figured  ‘you’re  a  big 
boy  and  you  can  make  your  own 
decisions.' 

Did  your  parents  eventually 
change  their  minds? 

My  parents  weren't  Christians  at 
that  point.  But  they  did  eventually 
become  Christian  and  they  come 
regularly  to  church  and  they  are 
glad  that  I  made  that  choice  now. 
But  you  know,  at  that  point,  they 


were  pretty  upset  about  it.  So  now 
my  parents  are  really  supportive 
and  come  here  every  week. 

Was  it  difficult  to  make  the 
career  and  life-style  change? 

Becoming  a  Christian,  I  believe  that 
Jesus  came  to  this  Earth  and  came 
and  died  for  our  sins.  And  so  I  felt 
like,  wow,  if  God  wanted  to  do  that 
for  me,  he  must  love  me.  I  guess  I 
always  knew  that  money  wasn't 
everything.  That's  why  I  was  inter¬ 
ested  more  in  government  work, 
rather  than  working  for  a  private 
industry., 

Besides  your  parents'  initial 
criticism  of  your  choice,  was 
there  any  other  challenge? 

I  think  that  more  the 
concern... would  have  been  my  own 
ability.  I  chose  engineering  because 
I'm  good  at  math  and  science.  [I  was 
a]  person  that  was  comfortable  in 
that  area.  A  world  of  working  with 
people,  preaching  and  teaching,  and 
bringing  up-front  kind  of  stuff  - 
that  was  not  the  thing  that  I  was 
interested  in,  or  comfortable  with.  I 
was  more  or  less  a  behind-the-scenes 
kind  of  a  guy,  probably  an  introvert, 
rather  than  an  extrovert. 

So  I  think  perhaps  that  was  a 
greater  concern  for  me.  I  would  get 
very,  very  nervous  speaking  in  front 
of  even  a  small  group  of  people,  so 
how  could  I  [become  a  pastor ]? 

What  do  you  think  are  some 
misconceptions  about 
Christianity? 

I  think  [many  Chinese]  associate  it 
more  with  Western  kind  of  things. 

In  their  eyes,  it's  more  of  a  Western 
sort  of  religion,  and  we  have  our 

CONTINUED  NEXT  PAGE 
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Chinese  Christians 
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Eastern  religion  and  that  sort  of  thing.  Somehow  it's  only 
for  the  Western  people. 

What  are  some  things  about  Christianity  that  Chinese 
would  easily  appreciate? 

Honor  your  father  and  mother,  in  the  Ten  Commandments, 
that  would  be  something.  Respect  for  your  family,  and  fami¬ 
ly  being  a  priority  to  you,  and  those  kinds  of  things,  would 
resonate  with  a  lot  of  Asians.  You  know  part  of  it  is  some¬ 
times  a  work  ethic  -  this  protestant  work  ethic. 

For  some  Asians,  we  have  this  idea  that  7  can  just  sort 
of  believe  in  everything  and  not  to  the  exclusion  of  anything. 
So,  I'll  try  all  of  the  Gods  kind  of  a  thing,  make  they  all 
happy.' 

What  do  you  think  about  that  way  of  thinking? 

I  feel  that  there  is  only  one  God,  one  correct  God.  And  at 
least  logically,  at  least  in  my  mind,  you  can't,  say  "oh  yeah, 
you  believe  in  this  god  and  that  God  and  whatever,"  because 
they're  contradictory,  really. 

Your  church's  congregation  has  been  growing  over 
the  years.  Why  do  you  think  so  many  Chinese  are 
Christian  despite  their  being  such  low  percentages  of 
Christians  in  China,  Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong? 

I  would  say  that  Chinese. ..most  Chinese,  aren't  that  reli¬ 
gious.  I  think  that  in  some  sense  what  they  worship  is 
money.  That's  their  God.  That's  what  they  think  about.  This 
is  their  purpose  in  life,  nwking  as  much  money  as  possible. 
Maybe  part  of  it,  we  could  say,  "Well,  yeah,  they're  immi¬ 
grants,  they  were  poor  when  they  came  over,  and  they're 
looking  for  economic  stability  and  prosperity,"  but  the  next 
generation,  says,  "Hey,  you  know,  my  parents,  they  work 
hard,  they  worked  in  the  laundry,  the  restaurant.  We  have  a 
nice  house.  We  live  in  the  suburbs."  Is  that  all  there  is? 
People  are  realizing  that  money  is  not  the  answer  to  every¬ 
thing.  That  it  doesn't  satisfy. 

Reverend  Canon  Dr.  Thomas  Pang, 
Boston  Chinese  Ministry 

How  did  you  become  interested  in  Christianity? 

Starting  from  elementary  school,  I  studied  in  Christian 
schools  [in  Hong  Kong].  That's  how  the  interest  in  the  faith 
came  to  me. 

Were  your  parents  Christian? 

My  parents  were  not  Christians. 

How  did  they  react  to  your  interest  in  Christianity? 

They  were  very  accepting.  They  respected  what  I  decided. 
They  also  saw  my  change.  After  I  became  Christian,  I  knew 
more  about  my  responsibility  and  my  duties  to  my  parents.  I 
also  become  more  independent  in  terms  of  work  and  in  terms 
of  my  knowledge  about  society. 

What  about  when  you  decided  to  devote  your  life 
and  career  to  Christianity,  what  did  they  think? 

They  feel  good  about  me  becoming  a  Christian  and  a  minis¬ 
ter. 

When  did  you  decide  to  become  a  Pastor? 

I've  been  a  pastor  since  1982. 1  was  ordained  in  Hong  Kong. 

How  did  you  make  the  decision? 

When  I  found  my  theological  study,  I  didn't  plan  to  become 
a  church  minister.  I  preferred  to  be  a  teacher,  but  with  more 
knowledge  in  bible  and  theology.  So,  that's  why  I  went  to 
Chinese  university,  in  the  theology  department. 

But  I  think  from  a  Christian  perspective,  God  will  work 
his  ways... During  those  training  years... people  around  me 
started  encouraging  me  and  asking  "Why  don't  you  work  in 
the  church?  The  church  is  in  such  desperate  need  of  minis¬ 
ters."  The  bishop  also  asked  me  to  consider  it  seriously.  I 
also  felt  the  need  for  more  church  ministers. 

Did  you  face  any  challenges  to  becoming  a  minister? 

I  didn't  think  I  Was  well  equipped  to  do  that,  because  I  was 
such  a  young  person.  And  my  experience  was  working  with 
young  people.  And  from  what  I  understood  of  church  minis¬ 
ters,  their  work  covered  so  many  things.  You  have  to  deal 
with  all  kinds  of  people,  all  ages,  all  of  their  life  issues.  And  I 
didn't  think  I  was  well  equipped  to  do  that  at  that  point.  I 
was  such  a  young  person.  [But  I]  was  told  to  open  up  and 


go  through  the  training,  and  after  that  you  will  be  equipped. 

You  didn't  face  any  opposition  from  your  family 
when  choosing  Christianity.  But  other  Chinese  who 
make  the  same  decision  do.  What7 s  your  perspective 
on  that? 

There  are  two  different  ways  of  thinking  in  Chinese  culture. 

I  think  the  Chinese  culture  is  focused  on  Confucianism  or 
secular  Buddhism.  One  way  is  very  inclusive,  in  terms  of 
religion  —  all  good  religions  work  the  same  way,  finally, 
that's  what  they  think.  So,  they  don’t  mind  if  you  have  other 
religions,  as  long  as  you  keep  your  traditional  thinking  and 
traditional  life,  like  respecting  parents  and  those  types  of 
things... as  long  as  you  keep  those,  they  won't  say  no. 

Usually,  the  traditional  Chinese  who  feel  a  little  [threat¬ 
ened  by]  Christianity  are  those  who  think  Christianity  is 
something  that  is  against  their  traditional  understanding, 
which  is  basically  their  attitude  about  ancestors. ..and  their 
attitude  about  family.  Even  here  in  Boston,  when  we  do 
evangelism  to  people,  that's  one  of  the  major  hindrances. 
Some  of  the  parents  didn't  want  their  kids  to  go  to  church. 
They  think  that  once  they  go  to  church,  they  will  break  from 
their  family  traditions. 

Still,  have  you  noticed  a 
growth  in  the  number 
of  Chinese  going  to 
your  church? 

In  the  last  seven  years,  the 
number  of  people  has 
tripled.  When  I  first  came 
here,  it  was  about  30  or  40 
people  on  Sundays,  and 
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Community  Health  Specialist 

Sought  to  join  team  working  on  substance  abuse  prevention,  youth 
development,  coalition  development  and  environmental  strategies. 
Work  to  assist  community  leaders  in  public  health  planning,  survey 
design,  data  analysis,  and  coalition  building.  MPH+5  years  experience 
or  equivalent  required.  Data  software  experience  and  bilingual/bicul- 
tural  candidates  preferred.  Apply  to  J.  Foley,  Regional  Center  for 
Healthy  Communities,  552  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  203,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139  by  September  5,  2003. 


Part  Time 

Office  Clerk-Receptionist 

National  non-profit  seeks  reliable,  detail-oriented 
individual  25  hours  per  week  for  Boston  headquarters. 
Reception  and  general  clerical  duties  for 
Administration  Dept.  Excellent  phone,  filing, 
communication,  &  organizational  skills.  Associates 
Degree  or  2  years’  minimum  office  experience 
required.  MS  Office  experience  preferred. 

Please  mail  resume  to: 

Attn:  OCR 

Environmental  Careers  Organization 
179  South  Street,  Boston,  MA,  02111 
or  email  to:  ecojob@eco.org 

EOE.  We  Strive  For  A  Workforce  As  Diverse 
As  The  Environment  We  Serve. 


Sushi  Chef 

WILLY’S 

STEAKHOUSE  GRILL 
&  SUSHI  BAR 

In  Shrewsbury,  Mass  is  looking 
for  an  extremely  talented  Sushi 
Chef  who  enjoys  being  the 
center  of  attention.  Better  than 
average  compensation  for  the 
right  person. 

Send  your  resume  to:  2  Grafton 
Street,  Shrewsbury,  MA  01545, 
or  call  Robin,  508-842-7220. 


Volunteer  at 
the  Sampan 

WE  NEED 

REPORTERS, 

PROOF  READERS, 

PHOTOGRAPHERS, 

TYPESETTERS, 

MORE.- 

call  (6 1 7)  426-9492,  EXT. 
207 


HELP  WANTED 


TOWN  OF  BROOKLINE 

Assistant  Assessor 


Seeking  a  detail-oriented  assistant  assessor  to  analyze  evaluation  data, 
determine  values  for  all  residential  real  estate,  oversee  data  collections, 
and  assist  the  Board  of  Assessors  with  municipal  tax  assessment. 


Provide  administrative  and  clinical  social  worker  services  for  a  grant- 
funded  Home  Care  Program  matching  elderly  clients  with  home  care 
workers.  Master's  degree  in  Social  Work  required  with  expertise  in 
Gerontology,  UCSW,  and  two  to  three  years  of  related  experience. 
Salary  $18.31 /hour.  Resume  and  cover  letter  by  Sept.  12,  2003. 


Librarian 


/  sendees  to 
:  and  readers 

advisory  services,  supervises  staff  of  the  main  and  branch  libraries,  man¬ 
ages  collection  development  and  is  responsible  for  a  $70K  budget. 
Knowledge  of  children's  literature,  excellent  communication  skills  and  a 
commitment  to  public  service  required.  Computer  and  library  system 
skills  essential.  Russian  or  Chinese  language  skills  a  plus.  Master's  in 
Library  Science  and  5  years  of  public  libraiy  experience  serving  children. 
Salary  $47,832.  Resume  and  cover  letter  by  Sept.  12,  2003. 


Information  Programs  and 


Resume  and  cover  letter  by  Sept.  18, 2003. 


Social  Worker  III 


Seeking  a  Social  Worker  with  a  high  level  of  energy,  initiative  and  judg¬ 
ment  to  provide  outreach,  advocacy,  consultation,  and  senior  level  clinical 
casework  services  to  senior  citizens  of  Brookline.  Knowledge  of  elder 
services  and  resources;  computer,  crisis  intervention,  case  management, 
counseling  and  supervisory  skills  required.  Master's  in  Social  Work 
with  expertise  in  Gerontology  and  three  to  five  years  of  experience; 
and  UCSW.  Salary  $42,588. 

Resume  and  cover  letter  by  Sept.  12,  2003. 


Home  Care  Counselor 


Manage  and  administer  the  Data  Management  Program  including  staff 
supervision,  maintenance  of  systems,  creation  of  procedures,  project  man¬ 
agement,  development  of  training  programs,  and  the  timely  dissemina¬ 
tion  and  analysis  of  data.  Ability  to  establish  and  maintain  effective  com¬ 
munication,  both  written  and  oral,  with  all  classes  of  employees,  public 
officials,  vendors  and  others  inside  and  outside  town  government  as 


ful.  Understanding  of  information  management,  automated  applications, 
database  systems,  indexing  schema,  and  quality  control  as  acquired 
through  ten  (10)  or  more  years  of  experience.  Salary  $62,700. 
Resume  and  cover  letter  by  September  19,  20b3. 

Resume  and  cover  letter  to:  Town  of  Brookline,  Human  Resources, 
3rd  Floor,  333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02445. 
www.townofbrooklinemass.com 
AA/EOE/ADA 


WWW.WELLESLEY.EDU 


OFFICE  OF  ADMISSIONS 

•  Associate  Director 

ALUMNAE  OFFICE 

•  Assistant  Director  of  Classes 
&  Reunion 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CLASS  DEANS 

•  Administrative  Assistant 

INTERNATIONAL  STUDIES  AND  SERVICES 

•  Assistant  to  the  Director  of 
International  Studies  &  Services 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  indicating  specific  position  to: 
Human  Resources  Office,  Code  SP9/5,  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley, 
MA  02481  or  by  email:  working@wellesley.edu. 

Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the  position  is  filled. 

Wellesley  College  is  an  AAJEEO  employer. 


2003-4  School  Year 

•  School  Nurses  _ 

Full-time  K-12  positions  available  Boston  Public  Schools 

•  Latin  and  Classical  Humanities  Teacher 


The  job  description  and  application  process  are  outlined  on 
the  BPS  website  under  "Human  Resources". 

The  Boston  Public  Schools  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportun 
that  actively  seeks  applications  from  candidates  of  color,  women  and  all  candidates 
committed  to  our  ficus  on  children. 

www.boston.kl2.ma.us 
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Chinese  Christians 
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now  we  have  90  to  100.  And  we  see  the  trend 
of  it  growing.  It  has  been  growing. 

It  doesn't  seem  that  this  would  be  the 
predicted  path  for  someone  who  comes 
from  a  non-Christian  background... 


Tha  t's  true,  because  only  five  to  ten  per¬ 
cent  of  the  Chinese  population  is  Christian. 

So,  number  one  that's  why  we  have  to  do  a  lot 
of  nehvorking  and  build  a  lot  of  bridges  when 
we  do  evangelism.  We  really  have  to  work  as  a 
mission,  which  is  quite  different  from  the  local 
Caucasian  parishes.  For  most  of  the  clergy  of 
most  of  the  [mainstream]  churches  here,  their 
role  is  more  like  a  parish,  which  is  taking  care 
of  the  members  of  the  church.  They  do  not 
need  to  worry  about,  or  pay  attention  to,  mak¬ 


ing  [people]  become  Christian.  They  are 
Christians  because  they  are  living  in  this  cul¬ 
ture  and  in  the  family. 

But  for  us,  we  have  to  build  bridges.  We 
have  to  find  out  their  needs  first.  You  cannot 
just  come  across  a  person,  a  stranger  and  ask 
them,  "OK  come  on  become  Christian,  you 
need  to  follow  us..."  It  works  for  some,  but 
most  of  the  time  it  doesn't  work  because  they 
don't  know  what  you  are  talking  about.  We 
have  to  knock  into  the  needs  of  those  people. 


Can  you  give  some  examples  of  the 
needs  of  those  people? 

Number  one,  they  have  the  needs  that  new 
immigrants  have.  They  need  to  be  helped  in 
terms  of  improving  their  language,  so  we  have 
ESL  (English  as  a  Second  Language)  classes. 

Second,  for  the  young  people,  it's  for  their 
academic  work.  So,  we  do  have  tutorial  classes 
for  them. 

Third  is  for  their  parents.  They  need  to 
provide  a  good  educational  background,  a  good 
educational  training,  for  their  kids.  Any  pro¬ 
grams  that  can  help  children  to  grow  will  be 
well-received  by  parents.  Number  one  is  an 
arts  program,  a  music  program,  or  even  a 
Chinese  school.  So,  those  are  some  of  the  chan¬ 
nels  that  we  use  to  start  having  people  come 
here  from  populations  who  are  not  Christians. 

And  there  is  another  type  of  immigrant. 
These  immigrants  are  basically  the  intellectu¬ 
als.  And  they  are  basically  coming  here  from 
China.  For  this  group  of  people  -  they  are 
coming  across  a  culture  shock  when  they  move 
here.  They  also  have  the  spiritual  shock,  after 
the  breakdown  of  the  communist  idealism.  So 
they  need  to  have  focus  on  life.  They  need  to 
have  a  perspective  on  life.  But  they  found  that 
[communism]  just  doesn't  work.  For  this  kind 
of  eagerness,  Christianity  becomes  a  really 
solid  reality  for  them.  For  this  group,  they 
would  really  like  to  have  more  bible  study. 

And  there's  a  group  of  people  who  are  just 
stuck  in  the  turmoil  or  the  hardship  of  living 
here,  while  still  being  influenced  by  the  tradi-  ~ 
tional  religion  of  China.  So  they  feel  a  lot  of 
negative  feelings  against  [Christianity].  For 
this  group  of  people,  we  do  need  to  use  the 
phrase:  "Before  you  plant  the  seeds,  you  need 
to  prepare  the  soil."  For  this  group  of  people, 
[we  need]  to  do  something  to  prepare  the  soil. 
We  have  programs  like  First  Night  Boston. 

We  have  outreach  work  for  those  unemployed 
people.  We  have  employment  workshops  for 
them.  As  Christians,  we  need  to  provide  help 
to  the  needs  of  these  people.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  a  kind  of  clearing  the  soil  stage. 

Once  they  went  to  church  and  after  they've 
gone  through  all  those  processes,  I  get  a  lot  of 
positive  feedback.  They  ask  "Oh  why  do  you 
do  this?" 

There's  another  group.  They  are  young 
people.  They  are  international  students,  basi¬ 
cally.  For  these  young  people  their  primary 
language  and  culture  is  Chinese.  It's  really 
not  easy  for  them  to  go  into  the  mainstream 
[American  culture]  -  no  matter  for  enter¬ 
tainment  or  cultural  life.  All  those  things, 
they  just  participate  as  a  tourist  or  an  out¬ 
sider.  It's  hard  for  them  to  feel  a  sense  of  own¬ 
ership.  They  really  need  community.  They 
really  have  a  kind  of  spiritual  urge,  especially 
because  it's  a  time  for  most  people  to  build 
their  identity. 

So,  there's  a  social  need,  there's  a  spiritual 
need,  there's  an  emotional  need  for  this  group 
of  people.  So  church,  or  a  special  fellowship, 
provides  this  need  for  this  group  of  people. 

And  there  are  the  children  of  the  second 
generation  immigrants.  For  this  group  of  peo¬ 
ple,  they  are  living  in  two  worlds.  When  they 
go  home,  their  families  are  still  using  a  tradi¬ 
tional  Chinese  way  of  living  -  the  language, 
the  relationship  between  parents  and  children, 
the  expectations  of  the  family  achievements, 
and  the  focus  on  family  togetherness.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  when  they  go  to  school,  they 
are  living  in  another  world.  And  that  world  is 
a  world  that  will  expect  you  to  be  more  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  a  world  that  will  much  depend 
on  yourself  or  your  family  to  give  guidance 
and  advice,  a  more  individual  world,  it  will 
have  other  focuses,  other  than  academic 
achievements,  of  course  sports,  sports  develop¬ 
ment.  And  also,  one  key  thing  for  this  group, 
many  of  them  cannot  find,  cannot  match  the 
hvo  worlds,  because  they  know  their  parents 
didn’t  understand  what  they  are  thinking,  and 
their  teachers  or  their  friends  are  thinking.  On 
the  other  hand  they  know  that  the  teachers 
may  not  know  how  they  live  at  home.  For  this 
group  of  people,  they  are  living  in  between. 

So,  as  a  church,  we  do  need  to  provide  a 
platform,  a  plan  to  bring  the  two  together.  We 
have  to  understand  their  situation  and  to  help 
them  realize  they're  living  these  two  worlds 

CONTINUED  NEXT  PAGE 
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Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 
PUBLIC  HEARING  NOTICE 


The  Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  will  hold  public  hearings  in  accordance  with  49  U.S.C.,  Section  5307(d)(l)(I)  of  the  Federal  Transit  Act 
of  1998,  as  amended,  and  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  161A,  Section  5(d),  to  obtain  public  comment  on  the  MBTA’s  amended  Fare  Policy  and 
proposal  to  increase  fares  effective  January  2004,  as  outlined  below.  At  the  public  hearings,  all  comments  will  be  recorded  and  made  available  to  the 
MBTA’s  General  Manager  and  Board  of  Directors  who  will  review  these  comments.  The  public  hearings  will  be  held  at  the  following  times  and 
locations: 


Revere 

September  3 
6pm-8pm 
City  Hall 

City  Clerk’s  Office 
281  Broadway 

Worcester 
September  8 
6pm-8pm 

Worcester  Redevelopment  Authority 
Union  Station,  2nd  floor  Conference 
Washington  Square 

Dorchester 

September  16 
6pm-8pm 

Vietnamese-American  Community  Center 
Auditorium 
5  Charles  Street 


Malden 

September  4 
6pm-8pm 
City  Hall 

Council  Chambers  3" 
200  Pleasant  Street 


floor 


Roxbury 

September  9 
6pm-8pm 

Roxbury  Community  College 
Reggie  Lewis  Center 
1234  Columbus  Avenue 

Cambridge 

September  1 7 
6pm-8pm 

Cambridge  Community  Center 
Auditorium 
5  Calendar  Street 


Allston/Brighton 

September  4 
6pm-8pm 

Honan/ Allston  Branch  Library 
300  North  Harvard  Street 


Quincy 

September  9 

6pm-8pm 

City  Hall  Annex 

2nd  Floor  Conference  Room 

1305  Hancock  Street 

Newton 

September  1 8 
6pm-8pm 
City  Hall 

War  Memorial  Auditorium  -  2nd  Floor 
1 000  Commonwealth  Avenue 


Boston 

September  8 
4pm-6pm 

Tip  O’Neill  Federal  Building 
Auditorium  -  Is1  floor 
1 0  Causeway  Street 

Boston 
September  10 
4pm-6pm 

Federal  Reserve  Bank 
Auditorium  -  Ground  Floor2 
600  Atlantic  Avenue 


At  this  time,  comments  may  be  made  concerning  the  fare  proposal  and  Fare  Policy  in  order  that  the  Board  of  Directors  may  give  consideration  to  the 
effect  on  the  socio-economic  and  environmental  impacts  of  this  proposal  and  policy.  The  MBTA’s  Fare  Policy  is  available  on  the  website  at 
www.mbta.com  or  by  calling  (6 1 7)  222-5046.  Written  comments  will  be  accepted  through  September  22,  2003  and  should  be  mailed  to  MBTA,  1 0  Park 
Plaza,  Boston,  MA  02116,  Attn:  Fare  Policy  Committee,  or  sent  via  email  to  fareproposal@mbta.com.  All  meeting  locations  are  fully  accessible  to 
persons  with  disabilities.  Please  call  15  days  in  advance  (617)  222-5046  or  TTY  (617)  222-5146  if  you  need  a  Sign  Language  Interpreter.  Signed: 
Michael  H.  Mulhem,  General  Manager,  August  13,  2003. 

Proposed  Fares 


Red.  Orange,  Blue.  Green  Lines 

Bus 

Base  Fares 

$1.25 

Base  Fare 

$1.00 

Ouincv.  Braintree,  and  Newton  Rapid  Transit 

Zoned  Local  Bus  Fares 

Zones  2  &  3  (Quincy  Ctr,  Quincy  Adams,  Braintree) 

$2.50 

Travel  in  Three  Zones 

$1.55 

Green  Line  Inbound  boarding  in  Newton 

$3.00 

Travel  in  Four  Zones 

$2.20 

Outbound  Exit  Fare  in  Zone  3  (Quincy  Adams, 
Braintree) 

$1.25 

Travel  in  Five  Zones 

$2.50 

North  Quincy  -  Braintree  Local  Only 

$1.25 

Newton  Local  (Inbound) 

$1.50 

Express  Bus  to/from  Downtown  Boston/Back  Bav 

Zone  1  (current  fare:  $  1 .75) 

$2.20 

MattaDan  High-Speed  Line 

Zone  2  (current  fare:  $2.50) 

$3.10 

Inbound  Exit  Before  Ashmont 

$1.00 

Zone  3  (current  fare:  $2.75) 

$3.45 

Zone  4  (current  fare:  $3.00) 

$3.75 

Commuter  Rail 

Night  Owl 

Travel  to/from  Urban  Core 

Local  Bus 

$1.50 

Zone  1A 

$1.25 

railBus  EXCEPT  Red  Braintree  and  “D”  Newton  IB 

$2.00 

Zone  IB 

$2.00 

railBus  Red  Braintree  and  “D”  Newton  Inbound 

$4.00 

Zone  1 

$3.25 

Zone  2 

$3.50 

Passes 

Zone  3 

$3.75 

Monthly  Passes 

Zone  4 

$4.50 

Bus 

$31.00 

Zone  5 

$5.00 

Subway 

$44.00 

Zone  6 

$5.25 

Combo 

$71.00 

Zone  7 

$5.50 

Combo  Plus 

$79.00 

Zone  8 

$6.00 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  1 

$106.00 

Zone  9 

$7.00 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  2 

$118.00 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  3 

$128.00 

Travel  Between  Suburban  Stations 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  4 

$149.00 

Interzone  1 

$2.25 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  5 

$170.00 

Interzone  2 

$2.50 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  6 

$181.00 

Interzone  3 

$3.25 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  7 

$191.00 

Interzone  4 

$3.50 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  8 

$198.00 

Interzone  5 

$4.00 

Commuter  Rail  Zone  9 

$211.00 

Interzone  6 

$4.25 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  1 

$71.00 

Interzone  7 

$4.50 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  2 

$81.00 

Interzone  8 

$5.00 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  3 

$103.00 

Interzone  9 

$5.50 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  4 

$113.00 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  5 

$124.00 

Boat 

Monthly  Passes  -  (Cont.i 

Inner  Harbor  Water  Shuttle 

$1.50 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  6 

$134.00 

Hingham  Commuter  Boat 

$6.00 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  7 

$145.00 

Hull  Commuter  Boat 

$6.00 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  8 

$158.00 

Commuter  Rail  Interzone  9 

$169.00 

Boat 

$211.00 

The  Ride 

Student 

$10.00 

Base  Fare 

$1.60 

Senior  Citizen 

$16.00 

Persons  with  Disabilities 

$16.00 

Visitors  Passport 

Weekly  Passes 

1-Day  Visitors  Passport 

$7.50 

Weekly  Combo 

$16:60 

3-Day  Visitors  Passport 

$14.00 

Weekly  Combo  Plus 

$18.50 

7-Day  Visitors  Passport 

$28.00 

Notes: 

*  Free  bus-to-bus  transfers  are  available  on  all  local  bus  routes. 

*  Senior  citizens  and  persons  w/Disabilities  would  pay:  $0.35  For  Red,  Orange,  Green  and  Blue  Lines;  $0.25  for  local  bus  travel  within  one  or  two 
zones;  half  fare  for  all  other  service. 

*  Student,  Senior  Citizens,  and  Persons  w/Disabilities  Monthly  Passes  are  valid  on  Red,  Orange,  Green  and  Blue  lines  and  local  buses. 

*  Children  aged  5-1 1  pay  half  fare. 

*  Commuter  Rail  on  board  surcharge:  $3.00 
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Boston  Chinese  Church  Saving  Grace 


Chinese  Christians 

FROM  LAST  PAGE 

and  how  to  cope  ivith  the  confusion, 
how  to  cope  with  the  differences, 
how  to  still  be  proud  of  their  her¬ 
itage,  on  the  one  hand,  but  also  to 
feel  comfortable  in  school. 

Reverend  Grace  May, 
Chinese  Christian 
Church  of  New  England 

What's  your  background? 

I  grew  up  in  Nerv  York  City,  and  I 
went  to  Yale  University  where  I  did 
my  undergrad  work.  I  majored  in 
English.  Then  I  did  a  very  brief  stint 
at  Cornell  Law  School,  but  hated 
every  minute  of  it  and  quit,  and 
found  my  love  at  seminary  [Gordon- 
Cromwell  Theological  Seminary], 
and  really  enjoyed  just  about  every 
minute  of  that,  both  academically 
and  socially. 

After  I  graduated  I  spent  two 
years  serving  as  sort  of  a  campus 
volunteer  minister  at  MIT,  and  then 
I  went  on  and  did  my  graduate  work 
at  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology.  I  got  my  doctorate  there, 
and  then  right  before  1  finished  my 
degree,  this  church  called  me,  the 
Chinese  Christian  Church  of  New 
England,  so  that's  where  this  church 
and  I  intersected. 

Is  your  family  religious? 

My  mom  was  a  Buddhist  in  China, 
but  she  became  Christian  shortly 
after  she  came  to  the  United  States. 
And  she's  a  very  devout  Christian. 
Her  example,  and  prayers,  and 
influence,  probably  more  than  any 
one  factor,  have  helped  me  to  become 
who  I  am. 

How  about  your  father? 

It  was  his  idea  to  bring  our  family  to 
church.  But  l  think  for  him  it  was 
just  like  a  good  middle  class  activity 
to  do.  And  it's  hard  for  me  to  say 
where  his  faith  was,  whether  it  real¬ 
ly  took  root  in  him,  or  whether  it 
was  just  a  really  good  habit  that  he 
liked  for  him  and  his  family  to  have. 

When  did  your  parents  come  to 
the  U.S.? 

They  came  over  40  years  ago. 

Was  your  mother  supportive 
when  you  told  her  you  want  to 
become  a  pastor? 

Oh,  200%.  Her  prayer  when  she 


was  pregnant  with  me  was...  she 
basically  dedicated  me  to  the  Lord. 
She  would  remind  me  from  time  to 
time  that  she  basically  offered  me  up 
to  God  for  his  service.  I  think  that 
was  really  helpful  in  building  in  me 
a  kind  of  confidence,  a  greater  pur¬ 
pose  in  life.  And  even  though  I 
opted  for  a  university  education,  I 
opted  for  a  law  school,  I  guess,  her 
secret  hope  was  always  that  I'd  go 
down  the  track  of  ministry,  and  no 
one  was  more  excited  when  I  gradu¬ 
ated  from  seminary  than  she  was. 

How  did  your  friends  and  your 
family's  friends  react? 

Most  were  excited,  even  ones  who 
didn't  share  the  same  faith,  but  I 
also  had  one  friend,  her  parents 
called  me,  and  they  were  just  plead¬ 
ing  with  me  [to  finish  the  law 
degree]. 

But  all  in  all,  I  would  say  that 
my  experience  has  been  very  posi¬ 
tive,  unlike  a  lot  of  my  Asian 
American  counterparts  whose  par¬ 
ents  aren’t  Christian  and  think  it's 
just  a  waist  of  money  and  time. 

So  you  didn't  face  any  chal¬ 
lenges  when  choosing  to  devote 
your  life  and  career  to 
Christianity? 

Where  I  think  it  has  been  a  little 
challenging  for  myself  is  being  a 
woman  in  ministry.  I  think  that  for 
most  people,  especially  those  in 
Chinese  congregations,  this  is  new, 
and  not  familiar.  I  think  that  for 
most  people,  they  have  this  sort  of 
idea  that  a  minister  is  a  man,  is 
married,  is  of  a  certain  stature,  and 
has  a  deep  voice.  I  mean  all  these 
things  are  on  the  one  hand  not  so 
essential,  but  on  the  other  hand  are 
just  these  pictures  that  we  have  in 
our  mind. 

I  think  our  church  has  been  very 
bold  in  calling  me,  and  I  think  that 
God's  got  a  really  good  sense  of 
humor  be  cause... he's  picked  a  church 
that  is  in  some  ways  a  perfect  fit  - 
in  other  ways  it's  a  very  odd  fit.  But 
the  reason  I  say  it's  a  perfect  fit,  is 
since  many  of  our  people  are  from 
the  Peoples  Republic  of  China, 
they're  very  used  to  seeing  women 
in  all  areas  of  leadership  and  in 
every  occupation,  as  engineers, 
chairs  of  departments,  university 
professors,  doctors,  so,  for  our 
women.  It's  not  such  a  weird  thing. 
It's  not  such  an  eye-opening  thing. 
It's  just  an  OK  thing.  I  would  imag¬ 
ine,  in  some  churches,  this  would  be 
odd,  unacceptable,  weird,  all  of  that, 
because  they're  just  not  used  to  see¬ 
ing  women  in  leadership,  let  alone 
pastoral  leadership. 


How  was  it  while  you  were  in 
school? 

I  felt  like  you're  basically  graded  like 
everyone  else.  [But],  many  of  my 
peers  didn't  believe  in  women's 
ordination,  so  all  the  classes  were 
geared  more  to  a  male  clientele. 

Until  very  recently,  there  wasn't  a 
class  on  pastoral  ministry  that 
would  deal  with  something  practi¬ 
cal,  like,  if  you're  my  size,  and  you 
have  to  baptize  -  say  it's  a  full 
immersion  baptism  for  say  for  a  200 
pound  man  -  how  do  you  do  that? 

You  spent  some  time  as  a  pas¬ 
toral  intern  at  a  non-Chinese 
Church  for  a  while.  What  was 
that  like? 

When  I  was  going  to  BU,  I  was  also 
serving  as  an  intern,  a  pastoral 
intern,  at  the  Roxbury  Presbyterian 
Church.  That  was  both  my  intro¬ 
duction  to  African  American  wor¬ 
ship  and  teaching  and  community 
and  also  probably  my  best  experi¬ 
ence  serving  in  a  church.  And  I 
think  that  was  my  best  preparation 
for  a  ministry  and  for  the  work  I'm 
doing  now. 

It's  sort  of  funny  because  I  never 
expected  to  be  back  in  the  Chinese 
church  after  my  experiences  at 
Roxbury.  I  just  thought  I  would  be 
at  a  multi-ethnic  ministry  or  some¬ 
thing  like  that. 

Why  do  you  say  you  never 
expected  to  be  back  in  a 
Chinese  Church  after  that? 

Partly  because  my  experience  at 
Roxbury  was  so  positive.  I  thought, 
wow  this  is  a  place  where  I  just  real¬ 
ly  grow  and  in  some  ways  I  just  felt 
more  accepted  by  my  black  brothers 
and  sisters  than  I  ever  did  in  my 
own  Chinese  church,  whether  that 
was  as  a  youth  or  a  seminarian. 

And  I  think  that's  because  one  oftlte 
hallmarks  for  me  and  my  experience 
at  Roxbury  was  that  people  were  so 
embracing.  The  first  day  I  stepped 
into  the  church,  probably  only  two 
elders  and  the  intern  pastor  knew 
who  I  was,  but  nobody  questioned 
what  I  was  doing  there,  even  though 
I  was  the  only  non-black  person  in 
the  entire  congregation.  It  was  just 
this  automatic  acceptance,  and  I 
don't  think  people  were  just  being 
polite  because  for  the  five-plus  years 
I  was  there,  that  just  continued  to  be 
my  experience.  But  I  guess  I  also  am 
learning  to  see  some  of  the  positive 
features  of  our  oxon  culture  and 
realizing  that  all  those  years  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  the  Chinese  church,  God 
sees  some  use  for  it. 

You've  been  at  the  Chinese 
Christian  Church  of  New 
England  since  about  1999. 
Describe  the  congregation? 

It's  really  different  from  some  of  the 
other  kinds  of  churches  in  that  it's 
90%  from  the  PRC,  Peoples 
Republic  of  China.  Our  leadership 
and  our  membership  are  Chinese 
from  China,  as  apposed  to  Taiwan 
or  Hong  Kong.  They've  groivn  up  in 
a  pretty  much  atheist  society. 

For  all  that  Communism  boasts, 

I  think  it  has  left  a  lot  of  our  people 
hard  up,  even  a  lot  of  families  that 
have  been  impacted  by  some  of  the 
negative  consequences  going 
through  the  Cultural  Revolution 
and  things  like  that. 

I  think  there's  a  real  hunger  and 
thirst  in  people  for  a  living,  breath¬ 
ing  sense  of  community,  belonging 
and  love.  That's  why  in  a  sense  I 
really  hope  that  our  church  main¬ 


tains  some  of  its  small  church 
atmosphere,  like  somebody  knows 
your  name,  and  somebody  knows 
more  about  you  than  just  your 
address. 

Has  the  number  of  people  in 
the  congregation  increased? 

Definitely.  I  think  when  I  started  at 
the  church,  there  were  maybe 
between  70  and  80  people,  and  now 
we  average  somewhere  betiveen  a 
100  and  120. 

Besides  being  from  the  PRC, 
what  else  is  common,  if  any¬ 
thing,  about  those  who  attend 
the  church's  services? 

Most  of  our  people  have  come  here 
for  higher  education,  like  post  doc¬ 
toral  work  or  doctoral  work.  They're 
largely  scientists  and  doctors, 
[although]  we  do  have  an  older 


crowd  too  that  has  been  here  for 
many  decades. 

You  mean  that  their  science 
background  doesn't  pull  them 
away  from  wanting  to  become 
Christian? 

I  think  it's  really  funny,  because 
when  I  was  a  campus  volunteer 
minister  at  MIT,  I  asked  some  of  my 
friends  because  they  were  all  into 
science. ..I  said  "Do  you  ever  find  it 
sort  of  hard  for  you,  do  you  ever 
find  it  contrary  to  each  other?'' 

They  said  “No  we... believe  in  God 
and  in  a  divine  creator.  We  believe 
that  God's  creation,  sort  of  has  a 
certain  design  to  it,  a  special  order. 
And  what  we’re  studying  are  the 
principals  that  hold  the  world 
together,  but  that’s  not  in  opposition 
to  faith.” 

CONTINUED  NEXT  PAGE 


Reverend  Grace  May  of  Chinese  Christian  Church  of  New 
England 


FOR  SALE: 

Mixed  Use  Building  directly  across 
from  the  Wollaston  T  stop. 

$500,000  Firm. 

Inquiries,  please  call  David  at: 
(617)  773  -  0643 


AFFORDABLE  HOUSING  LOTTERY 

First  Time  Home  Buyer 

POWHATTAN  ESTATES 

East  Taunton 

Sales  Price  $180,000 

APPLICATIONS  available  beginning  August  18,  2003  and 
must  be  filed  by  September  29,  2003  at 

Taunton  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
City  Hall  Annex 
1 5  Summer  Street 
Tauton,  MA  02780 

International  Public  Workshop 
September  8th  &-17th  -  7  p.m. 

Tauton  City  Hall 
Counsel  Chambers 


Sampan  Sept.  5,  2003  P.  8 


m  POLICE  report  m 


Provided  by  Officer  Dave  Saddler 

August  3 

Prostitution 

At  12:45  a.m.,  a  woman  was  arrested  on 
Hudson  Street  for  prostitution 

Breaking  and  Entering 

Two  officers  responded  to  a  breaking  and 
entering  that  was  in  process  on 
Washington  Street.  The  suspect  was  appre¬ 
hended  by  a  security  guard.  The  suspect 
was  transported  to  the  district  for  booking. 

Assault  with  Pipes  and  Trash  cans 

At  4  a.m.,  group  of  people  reported  to 
police  that  they  were  assaulted  on  Beach 
Street  by  a  group  of  men  carrying  pipes 
and  trash  cans.  The  suspects  were  not 
caught. 

Assault 

Victims  told  officers  that  they  were 
attacked  by  a  group  of  men  on  Beach 


Street.  The  victims  were  bloody.  Police 
pursued  the  suspects  and  apprehended 
them. 

August  4 

Armed  Robbery 

A  man  robbed  a  bank  at  710  Washington 
Street  at  noon,  and  then  fled. 

August  5 

Smells  Like  Weed 

At  4:38  a.m.,  police  noticed  someone  trying 
to  park  a  car  on  the  sidewalk  of  Beach 
Street.  When  the  police  approached  the 
car,  they  could  smell  what  appeared  to  be 
marijuana.  Upon  investigating  the  car, 
they  found  a  green  leafy  substance  that 
looked  like  the  drug.  The  suspect  was 
arrested. 

August  8 

Armed  Robbery 

On  the  corner  of  Kneeland  and 


Washington  Streets,  a  group  of  people 
were  robbed  at  knife  point.  The  suspect, 
who  made  off  with  a  cell  phone,  fled  the 
scene. 

Larceny 

A  woman  was  eating  at  a  Washington 
Street  restaurant  when  someone  snatched 
her  purse  and  ran  off  in  an  unknown  direc¬ 
tion. 

Drugs 

A  man  was  arrested  for  drug  dealing  on 
Kneeland  Street. 

August  10 

Broken  Glass,  Bloody  Hands 

A  man  punched  out  a  double-glass  front 
window  of  a  building.at  the  corner  of 
Kneeland  Street  and  Harrison  Ave.  Giving 
himself  away,  the  suspect  had  bloodied 
hands.  After  being  taken  by  ambulance  to 
the  hospital,  the  suspect  agreed  to  pay  for 
the  window. 


August  11 

Common  Night  Walker 

A  woman  was  arrested  at  12:45  a.m  for 
prostitution  on  Harvard  Street. 

August  12 

Drug  Possession 

A  person  was  arrested  on  Beach  Street  for 
selling  drugs 

August  13 

Armed  Robbery 

A  man  was  arrested  at  10:30  a.m.  for  rob¬ 
bing  someone  at  knife-point  on  Knapp 
Street 

Drug  Possession 

A  Kneeland  Street  drug  deal  came  to  an 
end  when  police  arrested  the  seller. 


Chinese  Christians 

FROM  LAST  PAGE 

Reverend  Tim  Wong,  Boston 
Chinese  Chinch  Saving  Grace 

Where  are  you  originally  from? 

I  came  from  Hong  Kong,  13  years  ago  [with 
my  wife].  We  came  here  to  reunite  with  my 
in-laws  in  New  York. 

When  did  you  become  a  Christian? 

I  believed  in  Jesus  Christ  in  the  year  1976. 

Why? 

The  Holy  Spirit  convinced  me  that  I'm  a  sin¬ 
ner,  and  that  I  needed  a  savior.  Jesus  is  my 
savior,  so  I  trusted  him. 

Were  your  parents  religious  at  the  time? 

They  worshiped  ancestors,  it  was  folk  religion. 
They  just  worshiped  everything.  My  father, 
[however,]  after  the  year  1987,  he  converted  to 
Christianity. 

What  about  your  mother? 


With  my  mother,  I  don't  know  why  it  was  so 
difficult.  It’s  not  easy  for  the  traditional 
Chinese  to  believe  in  Christ. 

How  did  your  parents  react  to  your 
becoming  Christian? 

When  told  them  that  I  believed  in  Jesus,  they 
were  against  it.  But  I  just  kept  telling  them 
that  their  impression  about  Christianity  is  not 
correct.  And  I  showed  them  the  bible,  and  I 
told  them  that  actually  there's  nothing  in 
Christianity  that  is  against  the  Chinese  tradi¬ 
tion,  especially  for  honoring  the  parents  and 
having  good  relationships  with  other  people 
and  that  this  is  in  good  harmony  with  our 
Chinese  teaching  in  the  Chinese  literature. 
There's  nothing  wrong  about  believing  in 
Jesus.  Afterwards,  they  saw  all  the  changes  in 
my  life  and  then  they  said  nothing  about  it. 

But  it's  not  easy,  you  know,  for  traditional 
Chinese  to  accept  that  their  children  believe  in 
another  religion.  It  takes  a  long  time  for  them 
just  to  accept  it.  They  think  that  when  you 
believe  in  Jesus,  then  all  the  other  Gods  are 
gone. 

What  did  they  say  about  your  decision  to 
become  a  minister? 

"How  can  you  afford  that  kind  of  religion?" 


At  that  time,  I  was  married  and  had  a  son,  one 
year  old.  And  my  wife  took  care  of  my  son, 
and  if  l  quit  my  job,  where  would  the  money 
come  from?  So,  they  were  against  my  calling. 

I  told  them  I  believe  in  the  bible  and  that  God 
is  true,  so  I, stepped  on  this  path  with  my  wife 
and  my  family,  together.  That's  why  I  quit  my 
job  and  applied  to  the  bible  college,  and  [the 
college]  accepted  me.  They  supported  me  after 
they  realized  that  I'm  firm  [in  my  decision]  to 
serve  the  Lord. 

How  about  your  wife,  what  did  she 
think? 

We  were  in  total  agreement,  otherwise  I  could 
not  serve  the  Lord,  you  know.. .Actually  she 
was  brought  up  in  a  Christian  family.  Her 
whole  family  supports  my  calling. 

What  did  you  do  before  becoming  a  pas¬ 
tor? 

I  worked  in  a  sheet  metal  company,  as  kind  of 
a  foreman. 

How  did  you  get  your  religious  training? 

J  graduated  from  a  bible  college  in  Hong 
Kong.  Then  I  studied  at  the  Alliance 
Theological  Center  in  Nyack,  New  York,  from 
1992  to  1995  for  a  Masters  in  Divinity.  Then 


I  went  to  serve  three  churches  in  New  Jersey. 
In  the  year  1999, 1  was  called  up  here  in 
Boston  to  serve  this  church. 

When  did  you  realize  that  you  wanted  to 
become  a  leader  as  opposed  to  just  going 
to  church? 

Actually,  1  never  thought  about  it.  I  just  went 
to  church  and  then  served  in  any  capacity, 
just  naturally.  Then  when  I  served  the  Lord 
more,  people  realized  that  I  had  some  skill. 

What,  do  you  think,  makes  it  difficult 
for  Chinese  to  believe  in  Christianity? 

In  our  culture,  we  worshiped  one  true  god. 
After  the  Buddhism  was  introduced  into 
China,  it  changed  everything.  It  changed  the 
culture;  it  changed  the  mindset  of  the  Chinese 
people.  After  so  many  years  our  mindset 
changed,  from  worshipping  one  true  God,  to 
worshipping  everything  as  God.  It  made  the 
Chinese  people  into  very  superstitious  people. 
We  worshiped  almost  anything.  When  the 
thunder  roars,  we  think  'Oh,  that  must  be  the 
God  in  charge  of  the  thunder.' 

If  we  go  back  to  what  the  traditional 
Chinese  believed,  we  believed  in  one  true  god. 
We  are  not  against  our  ancestors,  and  we're 
not  against  our  family  ties. 


Results  From  Hudson  Street  for  Chinatown  Design  Forum 


FROM  PAGE  1 

height,  the  ratio  of  condos  to  apartments, 
and  amount  of  open  space. 

When  combined,  the  results  of  the 
groups'  building  guidelines  for  a  residen¬ 
tial  building  came  out  as  follows: 

*  Maximum  of  220  to  260  units. 

*  Height  should  be  capped  between  140 
to  165  feet  at  the  highest  point  on  the 
building. 

*  Rental  units  ranged  from  75%  to  85% 
affordable.  "Affordable,"  in  this  case,  was 
defined  as  units  affordable  to  four-person 
families  earning  between  $20,000  and 
$48,000  a  year. 

*  45%  to  65%  of  condo  units  would  be 
affordable.  In  this  case,  "affordable" 
means  a  cost  that  would  be  affordable  to  a 
four  person  family  earning  between 
$40,000  and  $89,000  a  year. 

*  Between  25,000  square  feet  and  80,000 
square  feet  would  be  used  as  commercial 
and  community  space. 

*  Parking  would  be  either  underground 
or  above  ground. 

The  cost  of  the  project  would  be 


between  $50  million  and  $80  million.  The 
amount  of  subsidies  needed  would  be 
between  $10  million  and  $15  million.  Two 
of  the  teams  suggested  a  library  be  built 
on  the  site. 

Parcel  24  was  once  lined  with  homes 
where  many  Chinese,  Syrian,  and 
Lebanese  immigrants  lived,  but  was  flat¬ 
tened  in  the  1950s  and  1960s  to  make  way 
for  a  highway  ramp. 


The  city  and  state  are  currently  meet¬ 
ing  with  community  members  to  create 
guidelines  for  the  parcel. 

"The  Turnpike  Authority,  together 
with  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  and  the  mayor's  task  force 
have  been  having  meetings  to  discuss 
Parcel  24,"  said  Sam  Yoon  of  the  Hudson 
Street  for  Chinatown  group  and  of  the 
Asian  Community  Development 


Corporation,  "but  the  important  thing  to 
keep  in  mind  is  that  those  public  meetings 
will  continue  ...and  so  whatever  is  going 
to  come  out  of  this  [forum]  cannot  really 
be  the  final  decision.  We  eventually  have 
to  kind  of  rejoin  that  meeting  and  kind  of 
put  the  community's  thoughts  and  ideas 
into  that  meeting,  because  those  public 
meetings  are  really  going  to  determine 
what  does  get  built." 


Get  Involved! 

Volunteer  at  the  Sampan! 

We  need  reporters,  proofreaders,  photographers, 
typesetters,  more... 

Call  (617)  426-9492,  Ext.  207 
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ASIAN  AMERICAN  BANK 


10th  Anniversary  Loan  Commitment  Program 


In  celebration  of  our  10lh  Anniversary,  Asian  American  Bank  has  committed  a  $10  million  new  loan 
program  to  encourage  job  creation;  help  small  to  medium-sized  businesses  grow;  support 
investments  in  commercial  real  estate;  and  provide  meaningful  support  to  1st  time  homebuyers.  The 
special  funding  includes: 

■  Small  to  medium-sized  business  and  commercial  and  investment  real  estate  loans  at 
reduced  loan  pricing.’1' 

■  Residential  mortgage  loans  (non-conforming)  for  1st  time  homebuyers  at  reduced  pricing.* 
*  Subject  to  normal  underwriting  requirements. 

To  be  eligible,  loan  applications  must  be  submitted  to  Asian  American  Bank  by  September  30,  2003 
with  closings  by  November  15,  2003.  For  further  information,  please  contact  our  Loan  Department 
at  617-695-2800.  The  Bank  reserves  the  right  to  cancel  this  promotion  at  any  time,  without  prior 
notice. 

-  *sp0S-««h7aii77b7  - 

ft  Alt  AH  ft  H  flftftlff'J  (non-conforming  program),  1*7777777777*  •  Pit  If  SI 
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ASIAN  AMERICAN  BANK 

Uvrtfxr  #DIC  dsl  sOi*i  ■K-Ai'A  Lwxj*' 


BOSTON  BRANCH  AM.STON  BRANCH  QUINCY  BRANCH 


68  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02111 
Tel:  (617)  338-0290 
Fax:(617)338-0466 


230  Harvard  Avenue 
Allston,  MA  02134 
Tel:  (617)  738-1717 
Fax:(617)738-1637 


219  Quincy  Avenue 
Quincy,  MA  02169 
Tel:  (617)  328-8818 
Fax: (6 17) 328-7798 


HEAD  OFFICE 

68  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  MA02111 
Tel:  (617)695-2800 
Fax:  (6 17)  695-2875 


www.asianamericanbank.com 


TOLL  FREE:  1-866-695-0038 
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J.S. WATERMAN  &  SONS 

-  Eastman  -  Waring  (Since  1832) 
ifeftSHMHa:  1-800-344-7526 


Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung 
Funeral  Director 


Kenneth  F.  Bennett 
Senior  Funeral  Director 
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f(il  7)536-41 10  l-8(MK344-752(i  (617)472-1137 

495  Commonwealth  Ave.  Wellesley  -  Sudbury  -  Framingham  576  Hancock  St. 
(Kl.NMORF.  Norwtxxl  -  Marblehead  -  Lynn  -  Dartmouth  (Citgo  iHliAilffi) 

J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons.  Fall  River  -  Fairhaven  -  New  Bedford  Deware  Funeral  Home 

A  Service  Family  Affiliate  of  AFFS  and  Service  Corporation  International. 


492  Rwk  St.,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 


'ttS:(508)676-2454 
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Community  Residents  Needed 

For  Election  to 

Boston  Connects,  Inc.  Board  of  Directors 

(serving  Boston’s  Empowerment  Zone) 

Boston  Connects  will  be  having  an  election  in  four  districts; 
District  2,  the  Highland  Park  area; 

District  7,  the  Orchard  Gardens  and  the  South  End 
District  8,  The  Warren  Gardens  area 
District  9,  Grove  Hall  Area 


What  is  the  Empowerment  Zone? 

The  Empowerment  Zone  (EZ)  covers  parts  of,  Downtown,  Chinatown,  South  Boston, 
South  End,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Mission  Hill  and  Jamaica  Plain.  The  vision  of  the 
Empowerment  Zone  is  to  help  individuals,  families,  and  communities  attain  economic 
self-sufficiency.  The  (EZ)  initiative  is  funded  by  the  federal  government  (HUD),  and 
governed  by  Boston  Connects,  Inc. 

Who  is  the  Board  and  what  is  its  role? 

The  Board  of  Directors  is  comprised  of  24  members  -  12  elected  by  Community 
residents  by  district,  and  12  appointed  by  the  Mayor.  The  Board  is  responsible  for  the 
oversight  and  implementation  of  the  Strategic  Plan,  which  was  the  basis  for  Boston’s 
application  for  Empowerment  Zone  designation. 

Members  elected  will  serve  three-year  terms,  beginning  January  7,  2004. 

Who  qualifies  to  run  for  Boston  Connects,  Inc.  Board? 

•  Have  valid  proof  of  residency  in  the  district  in  which  s/he  is  running 
(utility  bills,  MA.  state  ID) 

•  Be  a  legal  resident  of  the  United  States  (  a  copy  of  your  birth  certificate,  passport  or 
green  card) 

•  Be  18  years  of  age  or  older;  and 

•  File  a  nomination  form  in  person  at  Boston  Connects,  Inc.  2201  Washington  Street, 
(Rear)  Roxbury  by  5:00  PM  on  September  17,  2003.  Late  nomination  forms  will 
not  be  accepted. 

When  is  the  election? 

The  election  will  be  held  on  Saturday  November  1,  2003  from  8:00  AM  to  2:00  PM. 

Where  can  I  get  more  information? 

Informational  sessions  will  be  held:  September  9th  3:00  -5:00pm  &  6:00  -8:00pm  at 
Boston  Connects,  Inc.  2201  Washington  Street  3rd  floor  Suite  302,  Roxbury.  Once 
complete  nominations  have  been  accepted,  an  Orientation  session  will  be  held  on 
September  25th,  6:00-8:00  p.m.  For  information,  please  call  617-541-2677  or  to  validate 
EZ  residency,  or  to  request  nomination  papers,  call  Ms.  Sherry  O’Brien  or  Mr.  Josie 
Hatuey  at  the  Boston  Connects,  Inc.  office  at  (617)  541-2670. 

WWW.BostonEZ.org 


Parcel  23D 

The  Chinatown /Leather  District  Central  Artery  Advisory  Committee, 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  and  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike 
Authority  joindy  invite  you  to  the 

First  Viewing  of  Preferred  Design 
Alternative 
for  Parcel  23D 

(Chinatown/Leather  District)  Park 

Monday,  September  8,  2003 
5:45  PM  -  Open  house  preview  of  design  boards 
Meeting  starts  promptly  at  6:00  PM 

St.  James  the  Greater  Church 
125  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston 

Cantonese  Translation  will  be  provided. 

Next  meetings: 

Parcel  24-  Monday,  September  22,  2003,  at  6:00  PM  at  St.  James 
Church,  125  Harrison  Ave. 

Parcel  23D-  Monday,  October  6,  2003,  doors  open  at  5:45  PM  at  St. 
James  Church,  125  Harrison  Ave. 

For  more  information,  contact  Stephanie  Fan,  Chinatown  Co-chair,  at 
617-357-7079  or  sfanpeach@aol.com  or  David  Seeley,  Leather  District 
Co-chair,  at  seeley@daveseeley.com 
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WINDGATE  ACTIVE  ADULT  CONDOMINIUMS  (55+) 
SALISBURY  a  19 
(135  BEACH  ROAD,  SALISBURY,  MASS.) 

11*1  1  fit#:  $130,000/$135.000 

4  *  2  2  $145,000 

ftlMiftAftlAT  HUD  il^APMA'J: 

—A  -  $43,850  HA  -  $56,400 
fiA  -  $50,100  HA  -  $62,650 


i  m&km  i 


(If#:  $100,000 


^mmmft&VsT  hud  ibcapm^j: 

—a  -  $33,960  HA-  $43,620 
MA  -  $38,760  HA-  $48,480 

MH  9/11  7pm-9pm 

WILLIAM  HILTON  SENIOR  CENTER 

mmmmmwm 

The  Salisbury  Town  Hall,  5  Beach  Road,  Salisbury 
ISS((B#Ph^:  31^  8:30am-7:30pm  M— fP31H  8:30am-4pm 

William  Hilton  Senior  Center,  43  Lafayette  Rd,  Salisbury 
fUlSftKffH]:  M~S3iE3  8am-2pm  ilHTT  8am-lpm 

Windgate  Active  Adult  Condominiums 
C/o  P.O.  Box  955,  North  Andover,  Ma.  01845 


*¥m 2003  22  0 


Boston  Water  and 
Sewer  Commission 


The  Boston  Water  and  Sewer  Commission  will  have  a 
representative  from  the  Community  Services  Department 
at  the  following  neighborhood  location: 


Chinatown 

CCBA 

90  Tyler  Street 

Thursday  10:00  AM  - 12:00  PM 
September  11, 2003 


Our  representative  will  be  available  to: 

•  Accept  payments 

(check  or  money  order  only  -  no  cash  please). 

•  Process  elderly  or  disabled  persons  discount  forms. 

•  Resolve  billing  or  service  complaints. 

•  Schedule  the  installation  of  outside  reading  devices, 
meter  tests  and  special  meter  readings. 

•  Arrange  payment  plans  for  delinquent  accounts. 

Should  you  require  further  information,  please  call 
Thomas  Bagley,  Manager  of  Community  Services, 
at  (617)  989-7000. 

980  Harrison  Ave.  Boston,  MA  02119  (617)989-7000  www.bwsc.org 


